RECEIVED

LTS
U Shell Oil Company

P.O. Box 2463
. . One Shell Plaza
' 14th Floor
Houston, TX 77252-2463

Legal Organization ; 900 Louisiana

One Shell Plaza
14th Floor

VIA AIRBORNE EXPRESS Houston, TX 77002
February 14, 1995

Mr. William Tucker, Esq.

Office of Regional Counsel

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Region II

26 Federal Plaza, Room 309

Jacob K. Javits Federal Building

New York, NY 10278

SUBJECT : Request for Information Under 42 U.S.C. §9664 and 42 U.S.C. 86907
Concerning the Scientific Chemical Processing ("SCP") Superfund Site,
Carlstadt. New Jersey

Dear Mr. Tucker:

This letter and its attachments constitute the response of Shell 0il Company
("Shell") to the above referenced Information Request dated January 5, 1995.
Shell 1is answering on behalf of Shell Chemical Company, which is an
unincorporated division of Shell. Two copies of the Information Request were
sent to Shell Chemical Company, one to its principal office in Houston and a
second c/o Kenneth Mack of the law firm of Picco Mack in Trenton, New Jersey.
Shell is answering both Information Requests as part of this response.

Through a telephone conversation of January 31, confirmed by letter of that same
date, Mr. Puvogel granted Shell an extension of time to answer the Information
Request until February 16. We appreciate your courtesies in this regard.

Shell has conducted a diligent and thorough review of its records and has
contacted knowledgeable persons during the time period allowed for this response.
If Shell discovers further responsive information at a later date, Shell reserves
the right to supplement this response.

EPA DEMAND FOR_RECORDS

Pursuant to its authority under Section 104(e) of CERCLA, EPA demands that your
company produce the following documents:

a. A1l records which are dated, were created during or which refer to the
period between the years 1965 and 1982 inclusive relating to shipments of
equipment, by-products, co-products, sludge, spent material, waste
material to or by Energall;
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A1l records which are dated, were created during or which refer to the
period between the years 1965 and 1982 inclusive relating to shipments of
equipment, by-products, co-products, sludge, spent material, waste
material or other material to or by SCP;

A1l records which are dated, were created during or which refer to the
period between the years 1965 and 1969 inclusive relating to shipments of
equipment, by-products, co-products, sludge, spent material, waste
material or other materials to or by SCTC or SCI;

A1l records which are dated, were created during or which refer to the
period between the years 1945 and 1965 inclusive relating to shipments of
equipment, by-products, co-products, sludge, spent material, waste
material or other materials to or by NJR;

A1l records which are dated, were created during or which refer to the
period between the years 1969 and 1982 inclusive relating to shipments of
equipment, by-products, co-products, sludge, spent material, waste
material or other materials to or by SECSI;

A11 records which are dated, were created during or which refer to the
period between the years 1945 and 1982 inclusive relating to shipments of
equipment, by-products, co-products, sludge, spent material, waste
material or other materials to the Site;

A11 records which are dated, were created during or which refer to the
period between the years 1965 and 1982 inclusive relating to any
contracts, agreements, purchases, sales or similar business transactions
between you and SCP;

A1l records which are dated, were created during or which refer to the
period between the years 1965 and 1982 inclusive relating to any
contracts, agreements, purchases, sales or similar business transactions
between you and Energall;

A1l records which are dated, were created during or which refer to the
period between the years 1965 and 1969 inclusive relating to any
contracts, agreements, purchases, sales or similar business transactions
between you and SCTC, SCI and/or Marvin Mahan;

A11 records which are dated, were created during or which refer to the
period between the years 1945 and 1982 inclusive relating to any
contracts, agreements, purchases, sales or similar business transactions
between you and NJR;

A1l records which are dated, were created during or which refer to the
period between the years 1965 and 1982 inclusive relating to any
contracts, agreements, purchases, sales or similar business transactions
between you and SECSI;

A1l records relating to the identification, nature, quantity and/or
disposal of any materials shipped by any person or entity to the SCP site;
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RESPONSE TO A. THROUGH L.

The responsive records for Shell relate to a single incident involving a fire at
the Harvard Warehouse in Kearny, New Jersey, which occurred on August 2, 1971.
The responsive documents are produced in response to Items B, F, G, and L of the
above EPA Demand for Records. Since all these documents relate to material
associated with the Harvard Warehouse fire, no method exists of further
segregating these documents beyond the four requests identified.

RESPONSES

REQUEST NO. 1.

Present legal name and address:

RESPONSE TO REQUEST NO. 1.

Shell 0i1 Company
P.0. Box 2463
Houston, TX 77252

REQUEST NO. 2.

Legal name and address of parent corporation(s) between 1945 and the
present date:

RESPONSE Y0 REQUEST NO. 2.

Shell 0il1 Company is wholly owned by Shell Petroleum, Inc.,.a Delaware
Corporation, whose shares are directly or indirectly owned 60% by Royal
Dutch Petroleum Company, The Hague, The Netherlands, and 40% by the
"Shell" Transport and Trading Company, Public Limited Company, London,
England. Royal Dutch Petroleum Company and the "Shell" Transport and
Trading Company, Public Limited Company, are holding companies which
together directly or indirectly own securities of companies of the Royal
Dutch/Shell Group of Companies.

Shell objects to the request to the extent it calls for a historical
description of the ownership of parent corporations between 1945 and the
present date. Such request is overly burdensome and unreasonably broad.
Such information is not readily available in a form describable or
producible herewith. To the extent the EPA has a need for this
information, we would be glad to respond to any specific inquiries in this
regard.
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REQUEST NO. 3.

Legal name and address of each subsidiary corporation(s) between 1945 and
the present date which did business east of the Mississippi River and
north of South Carolina:

RESPONSE TO REQUEST NO. 3.

Attached hereto you will find a current list of the
subsidiaries/affiliates of Shell 0il Company. These are entities in which
Shell owns an equity interest.

Shell objects to Question 3 wherein it requests that Shell identify each
subsidiary corporation which existed between 1945 and the present date
which did business east of the Mississippi River and north of South
Carolina. Such request is overly burdensome and unreasonably broad. The
requested information is not readily available to Shell. Subject to and
without waiving the general objections incorporated herein, Shell responds
that it is a large corporation with numerous past and present operations
lTocated throughout the United States. As with most major corporations,
the history of Shell 0i1 Company includes numerous mergers,
consolidations, acquisitions, sales, dissolutions, and other changes. The
implications of which would be difficult, if not impossible to fully
characterize in the absence of specific circumstances.

REQUEST NO. 4.

Legal name and address of predecessor corporation(s) and their
subsidiaries which did business east of the Mississippi River and north of
South Carolina between 1945 and the present date:

RESPONSE TO REQUEST NO. 4.

Please see Answer to No. 3. above.

REQUEST NO. 5.

Provide the name and address of all facilities owned and/or operated by
your company or any company identified in response to questions 2 through
4 above which did business east of the Mississippi River and north of
South Carolina between 1945 and 1982:

RESPONSE TO REQUEST NO. 5.

Shell objects to this question as being overly burdensome and unreasonably
broad. As indicated above, Shell is a large corporation with numerous
past and present operations located throughout the United States. The
number of facilities for which the instant question seeks identification
numbers in the hundreds, and such information is not kept by Shell in any
retrievable fashion that would allow us to provide the information in
response to this request.
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REQUEST NO. 6.

State whether your company or any company identified in response to
questions 2 through 4 above has any EPA ID number(s) under RCRA, and if
so, provide the name of each company, location or subsidiary which did
business east of the Mississippi River and north of South Carolina between
1945 and 1982 possessing such an ID number and the address of such
company, location or subsidiary:

RESPONSE TO REQUEST NO. 6.

There are scores of Shell 0il Company facilities located within the
geographic boundaries described in Question 6 for which EPA has issued ID
numbers under RCRA. Shell does not have any central listing of such RCRA
ID numbers. A1l such RCRA ID numbers are secured by the facility
locations themselves, not through Shell’s Head Office. The Resource
Conservation and Recovery Information System ("RCRIS") is available on
EPA’s mainframe computer through the Office of Solid Waste and Emergency
Response, Office of Solid Waste. The RCRIS system tracks a range of
information related to facilities involved with hazardous waste, including
handler identification, permit application status, compliance monitoring,
and now sensitive enforcement information.

REQUEST NO. 7.

For every instance in which SCP shipped, transported, received, accepted
or otherwise managed any waste material, equipment or other material from
your company or any company or facility listed in response to questions 1
through & above between 1969 and 1982 inclusive:

a. state the date of each such occasion;

b. identify the equipment, waste, or material involved;

c. describe the nature and quantity of the equipment, waste or other
material involved;

d. state the purpose for which SCP shipped, transported, received,
accepted or otherwise managed the equipment, waste, or material
involved;

e. identify the location(s) to which the equipment, waste or other

material involved was taken;

f. explain the reason or purpose in having the equipment, waste, or
other material involved taken to the identified location for each
such occasion;

g. state whether any of the equipment, waste, or other material managed
by SCP was shipped or transported back to your company by SCP; if
so, identify the equipment, waste or other material involved in such
shipments and the amount or quantity of same, the date(s), and the
reasons for the shipment(s);
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h. if you contend that any of the equipment, waste or other material
referred to in a. through g. above is co-product or not waste
material, provide all details and documents which support that
contention.

RESPONSE TO REQUEST NO. 7.
a. September 1971.

b. Debris from a warehouse fire.

The debris consisted of an approximate amount of 600 to 650 cubic
yards of material from a fire at the Harvard Warehouse in Kearny,
New Jersey, where Shell, among other parties, had stored products.
Under the auspices, approval and direction of state and federal
authorities, the materials were sent to the SCP site in Carlstadt,
New Jersey. See the attached report for more detailed information.
Not all of the attached report is relevant to the EPA’s inquiries,
but for purposes of completeness, the whole report is being produced

(o]

herewith.
d. Please see the answer to 7c above.
e. Please see the answer to 7¢ above.
. Please see the answer to 7c above.
g. No.

h. Not applicable.

REQUEST NO. 8.
For every instance in which Energall shipped, transported, received,
accepted or otherwise managed any waste, equipment or other material from
your company or any company or facility listed in response to questions 2
through 6 above between 1969 and 1982 inclusive, state:
a. the date of each such occasion;
b. identify the equipment, waste, or material involved;

c. describe the nature and quantity, of the equipment, waste or other
material involved;

d. state the purpose for which Energall shipped, transported, received,
accepted or otherwise managed the equipment, waste, or material
involved;

e. identify the location(s) to which the equipment, waste or other

material involved was taken;
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f. explain the reason or purpose in having the equipment, waste, or
other material involved taken to the identified location, for each
such occasion;

g. state whether any of the equipment, waste, or other material managed
by Energall was shipped or transported back to your company by
energall; if so, identify the equipment, waste or other material
involved in such shipments and the amount or quantity of same, the
date(s), and the reasons for the shipment(s).

h. if you contend that any of the equipment, waste or other material
referred to in a. through g. above is co-product or is not waste

material provide all details and documents which support that
contention.

RESPONSE TO REQUEST NO. 8 A. THROUGH H.
Not applicable.

REQUESY NO. @.

For every instance in which SCTC, SCI or Marvin Mahan shipped,
transported, received, accepted or otherwise managed any waste, equipment
or other material from your company or any company or facility listed in
response to questions 2 through 6 above between 1965 and 1969 inclusive,

state:

a. the date of each such occasion;

b. identify the equipment, waste, or material involved;

c. describe the nature and quantity of the equipment, waste or other

material involved;

d. state the purpose for which SCTC, SCI or Marvin Mahan shipped,
transported, received, accepted or otherwise managed the equipment,
waste or material involved;

e. identify the location(s) to which the equipment, waste or other
material involved was taken;

f. explain the reason or purpose in having the equipment, waste, or
other material involved taken to the identified location, for each
such occasion;

g. state whether any of the equipment, waste, or other material managed
by SCTC was shipped or transported back to your company by SCTC; if
so, identify the equipment, waste or other material involved in such
shipments and the amount or quantity of same, the date(s), and the
reasons for the shipment(s);

h. if you contend that any of the equipment, waste or other material
referred to in a. through g. above is co-product or is not waste
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material provide all details and documents which support that
contention.

RESPONSE TO REQUEST NO. 9 A. THROUGH H.
Not applicable.

REQUEST NO. 10.

10. For every instance in which NJR shipped, transported, received, accepted
or otherwise managed any waste, equipment or other material from your
company or any company or facility listed in response to questions 2
through 6 above between 1945 and 1982 inclusive, state:

a.

b.

the date of each such occasion;
identify the equipment, waste, or material involved;

describe the nature and quantity of the equipment, waste or other
material involved;

state the purpose for which NJR shipped, transported, received,
accepted or otherwise managed the equipment, waste, or material
involved;

identify the location(s) to which the equipment, waste or other
material involved was taken;

explain the reason or purpose in having the equipment, waste, or
other material involved taken to the identified location, for each
such occasion;

state whether any of the equipment, waste, or other material managed
by NJR was shipped or transported back to your company by NJR; if
so, identify the equipment, waste or other material involved in such
shipments and the amount or quantity of same, the date(s), and the
reasons for the shipment(s);

if you contend that any of the equipment, waste or other material
referred to in a. through g. above is co-product or is not waste
material provide all details and documents which support that
contention.

RESPONSE TO REQUEST NO. 10 A. THROUGH H.
Not applicable.
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REQUEST NO. 11.

For every instance in which SECSI shipped, transported, received, accepted
or otherwise managed any waste, equipment or other material from your
company or any company or facility listed in response to questions 2
through 6 above between 1965 and 1982 inclusive, state:

a.
b.

C.

the date of each such occasion;'
identify the equipment, waste, or material involved;

describe the nature and quantity of the equipment, waste or other
material involved;

state the purpose for which SECSI shipped, transported, received,
accepted or otherwise managed the equipment, waste, or material
involved;

identify the location(s) to which the equipment, waste or other
material involved was taken;

explain the reason or purpose in having the equipment, waste, or
other material involved taken to the identified location, for each
such occasion;

state whether any of the equipment, waste, or other material managed
by SECSI was shipped or transported back to your company by SECSI;
if so, identify the equipment, waste or other material involved in
such shipments and the amount or quantity of same, the date(s), and
the reasons for the shipment(s);

if you contend that any of the equipment, waste or other material
referred to in a. through g. above is co-product or is not waste
material provide all details and documents which support that
contention.

RESPONSE TO REQUEST NO. 11 A. THROUGH H.
Not applicable.

REQUEST NO. 12.

Has your company or any company or facility listed in response to
questions 2 through 6 above ever shipped, transported or otherwise
delivered or had delivered any equipment, waste and/or other material to
the SCP Site? If so, identify for each such occasion:

a.
b.

C.

WCL/503301
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RESPONSE TO REQUEST NO. 12 A. THROUGH C.

See answer to Question 7 above.

REQUEST NO. 13.

Detail all information in your company’s files or available to your
company relating to shipments of equipment, waste or other material to the
SCP Site including:

a.

b.

Nature and quantity of equipment, waste or material shipped
Date(s) of shipment

Purpose of such shipment(s)

Name and last known address and telephone number of generator
Name and tast known address and telephone number of transporter

Name and last known address and telephone number of each person with
any information concerning such shipment

RESPONSE TO REQUEST NO. 13.

See our response to the EPA Demand For Records and the answer to
Question 7. above.

REQUEST NO. 14.

Identify every person who is or was employed by or associated with your
company or any company or facility listed in response to questions 2
through 6 above or acted as an agent for your company or any company or
facility listed in response to questions 2 through 6 above who has any
information concerning any shipments of equipment, waste or other
materials by SCP (1965-1982 inclusive), Energall (1969-1982 inclusive),
SCTC (1965-1969 inclusive), NJR (1945-1982 inclusive), SECSI (1969-1982
inclusive), or Marvin Mahan (1965-1969 inclusive) by stating for each

person:
a. Name

b. Address

c. Position or Title
d. Telephone Number
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RESPONSE TO REQUEST NO. 14.

Jim T. Robson

John M. Connelly

R. L. Head
Ron C. Boffa

F. A. Ruska

Grant Walton

REQUEST NO. 15.

former manager at Shell’s former
Princeton plant (1948 - 1986); retired.
Last known address:

P.0. Box 331, Montrose Alabama 36559

former senior chemist-Assistant manager
operations at Shell’s former Princeton
plant (1966 - 1986)

Last known address:

3215 Spring Manor Drive,

Kingwood, Texas 77345

former Shell employee (deceased)

retired Shell employee

Address: 11935 Normont, Houston, Texas 77070
Supervisor of shipping at former

Princeton Plant (1970 - 1971)

former Shell employee (1949 - 1980);
Public Relations Representative

GO Division - Houston/Stanford Conn.
(1970 - 1971); Retived

Last known address:

211 Masters Drive South

Peach Tree City, Ga. 30269

NJDEP, Division of Environmental Quality

Has your company or any company or facility listed in response to
questions 2 through 6 above (including any past and present employee)
transported or arranged for the transportation of any of the following
material by SCP between 1965 and 1982:

Hazardous Waste?

Hazardous Substance
Industrial waste material of any type?
Any wastewater treatment plant sludge or

waste?

Any fly ash, bottom ash or other
combustion waste products?

Yes No

Any petroleum or petroleum waste products?

Any chemical waste of any type?

Any solvents, cleaning fluids or similar
materials or waste?
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Yes No

Any liquid waste or industrial by-products?

Any polychlorinated biphenyl (PCBs) or
materials containing PCBs?

Any electric equipment such as transformers,
capacitors, etc.?

Any dielectric coolant or transformer
oil of any type?

Any sludge of any type?

Any volatile or flammable material?

Any materials in tanks, tanker truck or
drums?

Any other material of any type?

RESPONSE TO REQUEST NO. 15.

Shell did not transport, nor arrange for the transportation by SCP, of any
materials to the SCP site. However, please see the answer for 7c above,
and the attached report.

T
T

REQUEST MO. 16.

Has your company or any company or facility listed in response to
questions 2 through 6 above (including any past and present employee)
transported or arranged for the transportation of any of the following
substances by Energall between 1969 and 1982:

No

Hazardous Waste?

Hazardous Substance

Industrial waste material of any type?

Any wastewater treatment plant sludge or
waste?

Any fly ash, bottom ash or other
combustion waste products?

Any petroleum or petroleum waste products?

Any chemical waste of any type?

Any solvents, cleaning fluids or similar
materials or waste?

Any liquid waste or industrial by-products?

Any polychlorinated biphenyl (PCBs) or
materials containing PCBs?

Any electric equipment such as transformers,
capacitors, etc.?

Any dielectric coolant or transformer
oil of any type?

Any sludge of any type?

Any volatile or flammable material?

Any materials in tanks, tanker truck or
drums?

Any other material of any type?

-
124
7]
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REQUEST NO. 17.

Has your company or any company or facility listed in response to
questions 2 through 6 above (including any past and present employee)
transported or arranged for the transportation of any of the following
substances by SCTC or SCI between 1965 and 1969:

No

Hazardous Waste?

Hazardous Substance

Industrial waste material of any type?

Any wastewater treatment plant sludge or
waste?

Any fly ash, bottom ash or other
combustion waste products?

Any petroleum or petroleum waste products?

Any chemical waste of any type?

Any solvents, cleaning fluids or similar
materials or waste?

Any liquid waste or industrial by-products?

Any polychlorinated biphenyl (PCBs) or
materials containing PCBs?

Any electric equipment such as transformers,
capacitors, etc.?

Any dielectric coolant or transformer
0il of any type?

Any sludge of any type?

Any volatile or flammable material?

Any materials in tanks, tanker truck or
drums?

Any other material of any type?

-
[1°]
w
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REQUEST NO. 18.

Has your company or any company or facility listed in response to
questions 2 through 6 above (including any past and present employee)
transported or arranged for the transportation of any of the following
substances by SECSI between 1969 and 1982:

No

Hazardous Waste?

Hazardous Substance

Industrial waste material of any type?

Any wastewater treatment plant sludge or
waste?

Any fly ash, bottom ash or other
combustion waste products?

Any petroleum or petroleum waste products?

Any chemical waste of any type?

Any solvents, cleaning fluids or similar
materials or waste?

Any liquid waste or industrial by-products?

<
o
[ 7]
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Yes

Any polychlorinated biphenyl (PCBs) or
materials containing PCBs?

Any electric equipment such as transformers,
capacitors, etc.?

Any dielectric coolant or transformer
oil of any type? '

Any sludge of any type?

Any volatile or flammable material?

Any materials in tanks, tanker truck or
drums?

Any other material of any type?

REQUEST NO. 19.

Has your company or any company or facility listed

No

|><|>< Hxlx |>< |><

in response to

questions 2 through 6 above (including any past and present employee)
transported or arranged for the transportation of any of the following

substances by NJR between 1945 and 1982:

Hazardous Waste?

Hazardous Substance

Industrial waste material of any type?

Any wastewater treatment plant sludge or
waste?

Any fly ash, bottom ash or other
combustion waste products?

Any petroleum or petroleum waste products?

Any chemical waste of any type?

Any solvents, cleaning fluids or similar
materials or waste?

Any liquid waste or industrial by-products?

Any polychlorinated biphenyl (PCBs) or
materials containing PCBs?

Any electric equipment such as transformers,
capacitors, etc.?

Any dielectric coolant or transformer
oil of any type?

Any sludge of any type?

Any volatile or flammable material?

Any materials in tanks, tanker truck or
drums?

Any other material of any type?

IR

REQUEST NO. 20.

Has your company or any company or facility Tlisted

No

in response to

questions 2 through 6 above (including any past and present employee)
transported or arranged for the transportation of any of the following

substances to the Site:
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Hazardous Waste?

Hazardous Substance

Industrial waste material of any type?

Any wastewater treatment plant sludge or
waste?

Any fly ash, bottom ash or other
combustion waste products?

Any petroleum or petroleum waste products?

Any chemical waste of any type?

Any solvents, cleaning fluids or similar
materials or waste?

Any Tliquid waste or industrial by-products?

Any polychlorinated biphenyl (PCBs) or
materials containing PCBs?

Any electric equipment such as transformers,
capacitors, etc.?

Any dielectric coolant or transformer
0oil of any type?

Any sludge of any type?

Any volatile or flammable material?

Any materials in tanks, tanker truck or
drums?

Any other material of any type?

| ‘ ’ | | | 1 ‘ ’ l ‘ ’ l | ‘ ‘ Z
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RESPONSE TO REQUEST NO. 20.

Please see the answer to question 7c above, and the attached report.

Very truly yours,

Gary A. Thompson
Remediation Manager

Enclosures

cc:  Mr. Rich Puvogel
Emergency and Remedial Response Division
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region II
26 Federal Plaza, Room 13-100
New York, NY 10278
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STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF HARRIS
AFFIDAVIT

I, G. A. Thompson, a representative of Shell 0il Company, 900 Louisiana
Street, Houston, Texas hereby certify that the foregoing responses of Shell 0il
Company to the Request for Information Under 42 U.S.C. 89604 and 42 U.S.C. 86907
Concerning the Scientific Chemical Processing ("SCP") Superfund Site, Carlstadt,
New Jersey, were prepared with the assistance and advise of counsel and of
employees and former employees of Shell 0il Company and that the responses are
based upon information gathered from various sources available within said
corporation including a search into appropriate records and inquiry with
employees who might be familiar with the matters in question. The responses
provided are based on and include all information available at the time this
response is made. Shell reserves the right to make any changes or additions to
the responses if it appears at any time that omissions or errors have been made
therein and that more accurate information is available. Subject to the
limitations hereinabove set forth, the responses are true and correct to the best
of my knowledge, information and belief.

utgd in Houston, Texas on this /S~ day of February, 1995.

Thémpson //

s
SUBSCRIBED and sworn to before this A4 day of February, 1995.

—ﬂ_z;%%zzw

Notary Public in and for
the State of Texas

A vn 4. Chenr sbmm

Printed Name of Notary

My Certificate Expires:@%ﬁz¢*““17 s (777
y 7

v
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. FIﬁE&ASHELL CDS N1 SHELL OIL COMPANY VM/SP

Subsidiaries/Affiliates

of - Shell 0il Company As Of: 01/11/1995(CMP)
Percent
Ownership
CRI Catalyst Company 100.00
Fractionation Research, Inc. .00 (2)
GRAVCAP, Inc. 12.50 (1)
Heat Transfer Research, Inc. .65 (1)
Houston Fuel 0il Terminal, Inc. 100.00
Inland Corporation 27.00 (1)
Loop, Inc. 19.50 (1)
Lucky Chance Mining Company, Inc. .00 (2)
Mesbic Financial Corporation of Houston 14.98 (1)
Nickerson American Plant Breeders Inc. 100.00
Agripro Biosciences Inc. 100.00
0il casualty Insurance, Ltd.
0il Companies Institute for Marine Pollution Comp 00.00 (2)
0il Insurance Limited 2.63 (1)
Pecten Arabian Company 100.00
PICO Limited 100.00
Pecten Middle East Services Company 100.00
Pecten Middle East Services Company Limited 100.00
Saudi Petrochemical Company 50.00
Triton International Services Inc. 100.00
Pecten Chemicals Inc. 100.00
Pecten Export Corporation Ltd. 100.00
Pecten Trading Company 100.00
0il Companies Institute for Marine Pollution Comp .00 (2)
Plumbing Claims Group, Inc. 33.40 (1)
Royal Lubricants Company Inc. 100.00
Shell Agricultural Chemical Company 100.00
Shell cCapital Inc. 100.00
Shell Catalysts Ventures Inc. 100.00
CRI International, Inc. 50.00
CRI Europe S.A. .01 (1)
CRI Far East Trading Company Limited 51.00
CRI Fine Chemicals Inc. 100.00
CRI Investment Corporation 100.00
CRI Asia Pacific Holdings Inc. 100.00
CRI Asia Pacific Private Limited
CRI Europe S.A. 99.99
Catalyst Recovery Europe S.A. 99.99
Catalyst Technology Europe S.A. 99.99
Catalyst Recovery Europe S.A. .01 (1)
Catalyst Technology Europe S.A. .01 (1)
Catalyst Technology GmbH 100.00
CRI Real Estate, Inc. 100.00
CRI-SAM, Ltd. 80.00
CRI Zeolites Inc. 100.00

Catalyst Recovery of Louisiana, Inc. 100.00




. EILE:~SHELL CDS

N1 SHELL OIL COMPANY VM/SP

Catalyst Technology, Inc.
Catalyst Recovery Canada Ltd.
CRI Metal Products, Inc.
Criterion Catalyst Company
Shell Communications, Inc.

Shell Consolidated

Energy Resources Inc.

Columbia LNG Corporation
Shell Land & Enerqgy Company
Shell Finance Company
Shell Energy Resources Inc.
Shell Consolidated Energy Resources Inc.
Columbia LNG Corporation

Shell Energy

Conmpany

Pecten Brazil Exploration Company
Pecten Geophysical Company
Pecten International Company

Pecten
Pecten
Pecten
Pecten
Pecten

Algeria Company
Algeria Ltd.

Angola Ltd.

Angola Exploration Ltd.
Argentina Company

Pecten Portugal Company S.A.R.L.

Pecten
Pecten
Pecten
Pecten
Pecten
Pecten

Pecten do Brasil Servicos de Petroleio,

Pecten

Pecten do Brasil Servicos de Petroleio,

Pecten
Pecten
Pecten
Pecten
Pecten
Pecten
Pecten
Pecten
Pecten
Pecten
Pecten
Pecten
Pecten

Argentina Exploration Ltd.
Argentina Ltd.

Ash Sham Company

Asia Ltd.

Bolivia Ltd.

Brazil Exploration Company

Brazil Petroleum Company

Cameroon Company

Congo Ltd.

Egypt Ltd.

Egypt Offshore East Company
Egypt Offshore West Company
Indonesia Misool Ltd.
Indonesia Sebawang Ltd.
Malaysia Company

Malaysia Petroleum Company
Mexico Ltd.

Niugini Company Limited
Orient Company

Overseas Petroleum Company

Pecten Portugal Company S.A.R.L.

Pecten
Pecten
Pecten
Pecten
Pecten
Pecten
Pecten
Pecten
Pecten
Pecten

Portugal Company S.A.R.L.
Services Company

Somalia Company

Suriname Company
Suriname Ltd.

Syria Company

Trinidad Company
Venezuela Company
Victoria Company

Vietnam Company

100.00
80.00
100.00
25.00
100.00
99.50
8.41
100.00
100.00
100.00
0.16
8.41
100.00
0.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
99.00
99.00
100.00
.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
992.00
99.99
49.75
100.00
49.75
80.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
99.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
.00
99.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
99.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00

(1)

(1)

(1)
(2)

(2)

(2)




, FILE:. SHELL

CDs N1 SHELL OIL COMPANY VM/SP

Pecten Yemen Masila Company

Pecten Yemen North Sanau Company

Shell Consolidated Energy Resources Inc.
Columbia LNG Corporation

Taranaki Offshore Petroleum Company
Taranaki Offshore Petroleum Company Limited

Shell Coal Resources Inc.
Shell Gas Pipeline Company
Shell Gas Services Company
Shell Gas Trading Company

Shell Norstar Inc.

Shell LNG Company

Billiton Metals Inc.
Billiton Commodities Inc.

Shell Minerals and Coal Company
Shell Mining Services Inc.
SOI Holdings Inc.
Shell Consolidated Energy Resources Inc.

Columbia LNG Corporation

Shell Offshore Inc.

SOI Royalties Inc.
Shell Frontier 0il & Gas Inc.
CalResources
Shell Frontier 0il & Gas Inc.
CalResources LLC
Shell Frontier Exploration Inc.
Shell Frontier Services Inc.
Shell 0il & Gas Investment Limited Partnership
Belridge Farms
Belridge Packing
Shell Onshore Ventures Inc.
CalResources LLC

Shell 0il & Gas Investment Limited Partnership
SOI Royalties Inc.
Shell Western E&P Inc.
CalResources LLC
Choctaw Pipe Line Company
East Texas Salt Water Disposal Company
Grande Ecaille Land Company, Inc.
San Pedro Bay Pipeline Company
Shell Cortez Pipeline Company

Cortez Capital Corporation

Shell Frontier Services Inc.
Shell Michigan Pipeline Company
Shell 0il & Gas Investment Limited Partnership
Shell Western Pipelines Inc.
Van Salt Water Disposal Company
Wyoming Industrial Development Corporation
Shell Investment, Inc.
Shell LSO Property Company
Shell Leasing Company
Shell Motorist Club, Inc.
Shell Pipe Line Corporation
Butte Pipe Line Company
Concha Chemical Pipeline Company

100.00
100.00
0.16
8.41
100.00
99.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
0.16
8.41
100.00
99.98
36.52

38.16

100.00
20.00
50.00

1060.00

100.00

100.00

19.50
0.02
100.00

100.00
8.69
10.00
100.00
100.00
50.00
80.00
100.00
1.00
100.00
6.85
.40
100.00
88.89
100.00
100.00
100.00
51.00
100.00

(1)

(1)

(1)
(5)
(1)
(5)

(1)
(3,4)

(5)
(3,4)



FILE:’SHELL CDS N1 SHELL OIL COMPANY VM/SP

Dixie Pipeline Company
Explorer Pipeline Company
Locap, Inc.
Plantation Pipe Line Company
Seashell Pipeline Company
SPL Holdings Company
West Shore Pipe Line Company
Wolverine Pipe Line Company
Shell Polymers Ventures Inc.
Premix/E.M.S. Inc.
Shell Polypropylene Company
Shell Synthetic Fuels Inc.
Triton Diagnostics Inc.
United Scientific Incorporation

(1) - Affiliate Company

(2) - Less than .01%

(3) - Partnership that holds shares in a corporation
(4) - Estimate

(5) - California Limited Liability Company with Members

- END OF REPORT -

5.53
26.00
10.72
24.04

100.00
100.
20.00
4.00
100.00
50.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
.00

(2)
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INTRODUCTION

, The following report is a compendium of -occurrences during decon-—.
tamination operations at Harvard Warechouse, Kearny, New Jersey. The excellent
cooperation and interaction betwsen Shell 0il Company representatives and rep-
resentatives of Divisions within the Shell 0il Corperate structurc was a
tremendous asset. In particular, Public Affairs representatives provided the
Pesticide Safety Team Network members with valuable counsel during the entire
operation and were instrumental in keeping the relationship of Shell at a max-
imuin level with the community of Kearny and the State ¢f New Jersey.

The Department of Environmental Protection of the State of New Jersey
had only been in operation a few months when this incident cccurred. Despite
occasional delays resulting from inexperience in handling incidents of this
type, the cooperation and technical advice received from their personnel was
outstanding and of the utmost assistance to us in accomplishing our objectives.
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On August 2, & fire destroyed five buildiﬁgs of the Harvard Warchouse
Company in Kearny, No: Jersey. Shell representatives were dispatched to the
scene of. the fire on the following day. Since the bulk of the material stored

at the Warchouse consicted of industrial and agricultural chemicals produced by

Shell Chemicael Company, we participated in the clean-up activities which followed

At a mecting called by the City Health Officer on loﬁneq{ay, Avgust 4,
the imscdiate problowm of contamina ir pollution effects was resolved
and a yropesal for ultimate disp of the debris by burial was recommended. At
thet tipe, tentative asrecnment vas reached with those parties represcnting the
State bepartwment of Envivenmental Protection who attended the meeting, lowoever,
during the next soveral cays i ame apparent that the State would net approve
any knovn land£ill sites which had been developed and a seavrch for -a suitable
area was hegun., At this e the Yederal Invivoumental Protection Azency became
intevested in the problen becavse of their concern about potential contamination
of the Hackeusack River in the event of a heavy rain,

e
..\ .
ot

That Friday cvening, ve werce notified that an injunction would be
filed by the U, S. Attorney's office demanding that ve take action fmmadiately,

vhile the State P]dhﬁ\ﬁ a corrvesponding injunction insicting that nething boe
Gone antil an owllie

to disponzal plan could bo approved At that point, ve node

plans to aveid botle cousequences by adapting @n interin soluticn of steoring the
matovial dn closed countainers ot the oite uniil the problem of ultimeice dicpensd
couvld Lo vesolved. This plan wmet the approval of both governmental bodice mua
ras dmplemented the {cllouving veel,
Lavype stecl containoers g b o the residuce were obtalinoa,
and clean-up operations begarn, local vactoy Lo remove tho bullide

ing stewn! 1 begin leading rubble.  During the course of the clean-up, vor
sloved foxr a preolonped periecd bocause of tho nﬁ“?Gﬂjly oi handling large amcunis

of dinerganic acids end solvent present in ovn

* <
o 1lon bottles in the Warchouso

which had not been destroyed by the five. The ploﬁv 1ice of a large amcunt of frec
czeid thyoughout the waste zlso necessitated nevtralization of the contained mate-

rial with soda ash,

Approximately required to contain all residues and
thorcughly clean—-up the i slab. During that time, two consuli-
ing disposal cowmpanics preparced propesals for uvltimate disposition of the delrig,
Bih the work of containerizaticen finished, 2 written proposal was submitted to
the State agencics concerned recomsending that the residue, approximating G046
yds. of material, be transferred to scaled concrete basins located at the sitc
of one of the consultunts., This waterial we
tions and monitored uvnrtil all organoph
the d¢ifficulty of dec sing the ¢l
this material would & Lo

oY

¢ be hield under alkaline condi-
waphates had been decomposed., Becauvse of

i :
orirvarcd hydrecarbons, it was agrecd that
. j N i

inerated. The disposcl

pany haed an incinerator w nt scrubbing equipnent at their locaticon and
stated they vere prepared o tale this step,

With the

e
el P Lo vaans
wold thoe contractosw, Tor 2w

die preposel and the naverial wnn

i ;
SOPtQHJO‘ 17, neariy @ wonth an
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INCIDENT REPORT

1. DATE: August 3, 1971
2. TIME: 11:00 A.M.

3. PERSON THLEPHORING:

Name: Mr., Robert Looney

Company: Shell Chemical Company
Industyial Chemicals Division

Telephone Muwber ond Avea Code: (713) 220-5549

4, INCIDENT:

.

Kearny, New Jersey

Place: Harvard Varvehouse:

Time: Evening of August 2, 1971

T & L) s G = A~ TV 3y - -0 ~ra - (G
froduct Tuvolved: VAPONAD, RAROND, CTOLRIN®, PHOSDRIND, DILLDORINY,
ALDRINY, and a leavge variety of their
formulations,

Erbnid

~a

Quantities: Approximately 408H - 5000 pounds of insecticides and
pesticides. ) L
Property Damsee 0¥ Injuries: Five large warehcuse buildings com—
pletely destroyed. 1wo firemen exiibiting symaptoms
of organophosphate poisoning,. Scme minor cases of
dermatitis, ' ‘

Possible Harzards
gab

public health: contanination of navi-
aud potable water supplies.

What Moappened: TPire and explosions occurred at Harvard Uarehouse

completely destroving five large bulldings and exposing

toxic materi:

5. ACTION OF

PTON:  The

ralately. It
cur products weve invoived and thot

covitacted
was establist
there wvas

ble water

Jate doncery of concaninotion o o POt~

iotails the

-
e

I iy - LN 3 . - N e 5, . ol ATy N
of 2 SR cada SR swhich wus

30 AN, on
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: On Tuesday, August 3, we hecard on the radio that the Harvard Ware-
house complex at Kearny, Wew Jersey, had been destroved by fire. We aLtempted
unsuccessfully, to establish contact with the Warchouse and learned, subse-
quently, the Warchouse office had been destroyed, At 11:00 A.M., we received
a call from Bob Looney in Housten who had heard about the incident from a rela-
tive cmployed by larvard., At that time, he advisced us of an altermate number
vhere the Warchouse Manzger, MMax Kellerman, could be reached,

My, Kellerman advisad ugs of the danages to the Warcehouse, including
the fact that there were no casualties (Appendix 1), Our immediate concern
was to find out whether or not drainage from the site entered any potable water
systems and ve found that this presented ne problem, The fire had started at
8:00 £,M. the previous evening. We had not been contacted, both because of tlic
chaotic sitvaticn and the fact that all normal telephone contact numbers had
been destroyed aleng with the Warehouse office. We suggested that the Public
Nealth Service and the State Invironmental Protection Agency be notificd and
then sent two PSTH team represg;t tives, John Connelly and Ron Boffa, to tho
scene with decontamination fpme hey arvived at approximately 1:00 P2
and found scveral huadred he site walking through the rubble
taking pictures of the f{ive i .t
Connelly and Doffa located the Assistant Five Departinent Chici who was on the
scene and warned him of the hazsrds and sugzested people be moved out., The
Chiel of Police was not avalilable and the Agsistant ¥ive Chief was the hichest
ranking official present. He cscorted Shell persom
duty to whem thevy expiained the problos
with little success. The Chief expressed great concern that he had
been {ighting a hazardous fire, althouph future conversations
that the fire department should have been well awvare of the War
and the hazards involived,

9
ru
4 0

s ot ‘ Y =
vich had been destroved,

el to the volicenen on

'y

and also attenpted to wmove people out
nowingly
seemed to dndicate
<

:house contenis

TFeeling the vesponsibility for pelice action to seal off the area
lay with the VWarchouse people, we then went to the L, J. Kemnedy Truclking Cou-~

pany office and contacted the owner who was also the owmer of liarverd. The
Warehouse Manager wase there and  the Shell team advised him of the hazards dcferm

nining at the samc time that Shell agricultural chemical products had all bee
stored in a single location-~building #1 (Appendix 2 and 3). Ve again qaLStLuued
vhether Public Health end Fnvivonmental Protection ovpenizations, both Yederal

and State, had been notified, found they had not, and then asked to sec the ciier.

At that point, L, J. Kennedy's lawver appeared and, agzain, the whole situaticn
was vevieved, He turned the Snell represceniatives over to Hartin Levy who
ently handled employee relatiouns for the trucking ;irm. We suggested that
scmeone immediately post police guands st both cuatyance strects to the “’ranu
to keep people out of the area. The Police Chiel was contacted and he

that the budget did nwot pemit posting of police guards. Upon furth

with our representatives, Levy apreed to the hiring of off-duty po T]C-.Lx
this purpose. - :

appar-

R
Arnain, wve

. ~ N e ey Sma gt el e Ve gme g i
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this point indicatdd that drainage water from the area flowed through open
drainage ditches about two or three miles to a puaping station vhere the

water wvas pumped to the Hackensack River (dfp?ﬂdl\ 4).. Levy called the

Kearny fublic Health Cfficer, Walter Nichol, who then advised contacting

John Tazzi of the State Depart“cnt of Envircumentsal Pro;vctiou. Tazzi
referred Levy to a Mr. Vinchester, also in Trenton, and he in turn thought

the Envircnmental Protection office in Syringfield should handle jit, Lee
Marshall was called in Springficld and he was not therc so a message was left
which was never answered, During this time, the Priunccton Plant was contacted
by the Shell Washington office regarding the advisability of notifying the
Federal Fnvivoummental Protecticn Agency. Because of the confusion existing
avout the actual circumstances of the fire, it was agreed to wait on notifying
Washingten Envircenmental Proteciion Agency officials until the following day.

. Mr. A, Ruska of Shell Public Relations had been scheduled to visit
the Princeton Plant on the afterncon of August 3 folleowing a mecting in Trewton.
He was contacted prior to that visit zud immediately proceeded to the scene.
When he arrived; the Shell greup met at the scene of the fire with the Kearuy
Health Officer and ggested that he determine if{ any injuries to firemen
had occuired, Two people exhibited come of the symptoms of organophosphate poi-~
soning and they were taken to the Jecasl hospital for examination where they were
held for chout two hours and then releascd,

Aiter further discussion, Mr, Nichol recom:cnded a weeting of those
concerred at $:00 A, (he follorivg norning at the scene of the fire, Mr, Noska
suggested the loecation vhere a more ovderly meeting could be hald and Mr, Nichol
agreed o have it in his office. AL tha
Shell reprv atives back to the truck

L opoint, the Uarchouse lauzger took the
: : tha owner for the
g : snedy wanted to %nrw “uho wo owere, ot we weve doing here,
and vhen we vere gettivg the stuff out, e Och]ulx“? all responsibility for
the Warchouse contents saying he only owned tle bulid}ngs and also rcfused to
accept vesponsibility for emplovment of the pelice guavd, Shell representatives
nevertheless, insisted that the police were neccessary. After further discus
Kennedy agrceed to hive the police.

ion,

The Princeton Plant Manager was notified at that point that the team
required additional assistance because of the highly political nature of the
incident., At that time, a flood of reports had begun coming in éoucernlng COte
tamination of property dnd swimming pools in the path of the plume from the fire.
The Varchouvse owner was also disclaiming responsibility for this aspect, claiming
it hclong(a to Shell and the team felt they were teing aslked to commit action far
beyord what they believed they had the auvthority to do. ‘this infornation was
relayed to the Agricultural Division office to obtain guidance on subsequent
action. GSamples had been taken during this period by the Shell tfeam to ceternine
vhether there was a pollution hazard. These were sent ¢o the Princeton Plant for
screening (Table 1). , -

At this point, it was ooreod that the Princeton flant dienaper would go
to the scene awd he avvived about 9:00 P, thar evening, in-a driving rainstorna,
just as the last two fivemen wera leaving the arca. Policemen vere observed o
be o oduty.  MNo further action ven talen othor than discussion of the incident

with the Sheldl representorives,

T
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On Wednesday, August 4, the Shell team assembled at 9:00 AM. at the

City Health Office. The neeting wvas delayed for awhile in order to gather all
participants and, finally, commenced about 9:40 AM. Those attending included
representatives of the Air Polluticen and Water Pollution branches of the State
Departnent of Invivonmental Protection: the City Health Officer and his subor-
dinates; the Shell team now augmented by a represeantative from the lInsurance
Department, an Industrial Chemicals Division technical representative, and two
representatives {ronm Public Affairs: the Fire Chicf: Chief Inspector of the

Fire Department: the City Building Inspector: the Harvard “ﬂrehox se Janager and
wner: and, {ina ly, a representetive froo the Generszsl Adijusting Boa subze-
quently, representatives: from the State Deparement of ]dui

the J. T, Buker ‘:CJ Cempany also appeared on the scene. The meecting bepen
wvith what was ally a dialogue between the Shell Chomical Compony repro-—
sentatives azad the Hcaltw Officer. The Health Officer was concerncd about the

poel contaminaticn as well as complaints of property damage due to fallout from
the fire plume widich might be harmful to those vho might contact it. Ve took

tiie position that primary atmosphoric contamination other than the noymal by-
products from any fire of this nature would, most likely, bhe from organophosphates
and that hydrolysis and heat decomposition of these compounds under the conditions
involved would, in our judement, make the problem of contamination from air polliu-
tion, at worst, mind Ve were challerged on thias pasint by the State
Luvnronnc“u<l I'r ir I'elluticn expert vho waintained that aiy pellotion
was the nmost roblem we had.  Not only did he disapree with our conclu-
sions that such contamination would be minimal, but also he felt sure that
chlorinated hydrcecarbons present wvere also widely di

dnj Jnuustry and

persced through - the a2vea via
“ion on the basis that the
heat necessary to disperse the chlorinated hydrocarbans vould zlso destrey them,
but that we would undertaks sampling of fallout in the arca with the llealth
Department to insure that we had the proper facts to answer the concerns of

local citizens about the environment. The State ﬁnvironmcnual Protection latoer
Pollution representative agrced to provide analvtical help in assessing contami-
nation. We requested thic assistance not only becausc of the more sophisticated
analytical capability of the State laboratorices, but also because we felt results
coming from this Jocation would be less likely to be challenged (Table 2).

the atmosphere. Ve disagrecd styongly with his posi

Throughon‘ the heeting wve tried to make clear that our primary interest
was Jn protecting t citizens of Mew Jersey and at the same tiie to cooperate
fully with all restr 1ctio s imposed by the State agencies represented there., We
found it essential throughout the meeting to reiterate our view of the actual
problems as we saw them because of the decided lack of understanding by those who

1
1

had never encountered a. problem of this nature before. They frequently stresscd
that this was the first tragedy of its kind to occur in learny and ﬂ<,u repeatoedly
stated that it would be the last. We found cousiderable difficultics in enlisting-
the support of thoso technically oriented in attendance in reassuring thosce less
knowledgeable that a total catastrophe had not taken place.  In fact, it was necesw—
sary to adopt an aluost dogmatic approach to convince those concerred that the

problem was onc wihich could be dealt with in a safc and rational

at the wecting was heiphtened by continued reports of cnlls.-being received {rom
local citizens qu ioning contamination of their pools and propert
Healdth Officer, fiyvuly bolieving in avoiding unnece:

nery.  Concern

v dhe Pubilic
avy alasrming of the pepulace,

~

-
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welcomed our thSCLOn that pool analyses bce obtﬂiﬁed - Onc further problem

was a questicn raised by the State Air

Pollution

truc objectivity regarding the statements we had

vigorously insist that our prinary concern was
to merely protect cur corporate interests,

wit
e readily accepted a suggestion

techmical expert as to our
ade. It was necessary to
h

the pecople rather than

by the Health Officer that a consultant chemist be called in by the city to

give an independent opinion as to the
We then discussed the problem of de
-
t

burizl operaticn in a site not subj
might lead to contamination of surro
that all of the rubble remaining at
be dispesed of in this fashion. At
along with J. T. Bakey representativ

[
fat _A.

-

] Il

aling
©

i

reliability of what we had postulated.,
vith the residues that ren Qlwod on

site, at which point the Air Polliutico representatives ief

appointment. We proposed that the ramziniuw toxic

t for ancther
1

wastes be disposed of in

intrusicn by any aquifer which
sotable watey strata. Ue felt

1 71 ceouldd adeguately and salely

< nolnt, the consulting chenmist arrived -
5. We reviewed

prior dizcussions and the

proposcd means of dispesal, ansvering the questions, pointing out that we
S

anticipated cne of our bigpest problems nlﬁht be

S(CT\LFd vith contemination

<

of Shell pesticides by the appreximately 30 tons of Jnorgnnlc acids stored in
the sane building by J. T, Baker (Appendix 5). Baker's respense was that
their products wvere "innoceeus™ and of little concern in choosing disposal
methods, ¢ that peintg they left to survey the area of the Fire.

ucts at
appearaed
The ¥Five
occuryed

number of c
large quant uavchlnronyerln SLOY
R, L. N;yc who, in turn,

iug the
Berkeley, Dr. Llne (Appéndix 6).

Attitude at the onset of the
tainty, concern, and a general feeling

had becen presented, action was being talken with

1-\‘r\v‘v] [aXe nc

© involve

avranged

onlv Shell and J. 1. baker

roparding decontanination.

It should bo pointed out here that of somc 30 companics helding prod-
e ] uee, to cur k

v .

decisions wer

of cuscse of AQeywaritis hoa
there woeve a suificient

a5, bul the ceids and a

enmises, we consulted with
for the local physician treat~

with our cosnsultant physician in

meanting wa
neQting we

s warled by drritation, uncer-

of helplessness. At the end, the plan

regard to sampling and we felt

‘-

we had given full assuvance of our capabilitics, not conly to handls the prob-

lems, but also to cogperate with all official agencics represcuted, The

then adjourned to permit 1nd1v1uuuls \&¥
actual site, '

- At about 4:00 P, = moo“‘wg
to vhich dnsurance people, Havvard offic
tives wvere invited., The problin of cobra
J. T. kaler recomnmended a was

as & pﬁ"01u ¢ ocontact
the vicinity., At L“
theiyr s j g
agrecd to come to the

in fiunding o suitable

J‘ll'\
calied

; .
scceptoble foy chow

teke action to bepid diap

nowlaed "(‘(;

meeting

o had not visited the scene to vevicu the

catad
a the Cn“ﬁ

vy Lo J. Yennedy at his eoffice
72041
P 1}

Baltier s and Shell represonta-
i




Early Thursday merning, the State Water Pollution representative
advised us that the abevementioned site was definitely. not approved because
-of complaints in the arca and that all acticn should be suspended until such
time as an alternate =site should be chosen. ¥#e requested the assistance of
the Department of Environmmental Protection in finding such a location and
turncd our zttention to the other problems invelved in the clean-up. Through-
out this day and all subscaucnt days, the ilouston and San Ramon Division
offices werce kept informed by Shell personnel on the scene as to the status
of this problem, " Shell Corporate management was kept informed through the
Chemical Representative of the Public Affairs organization,

The Public Adjustor enganed by Havvard to handle coordination of the
clean-up ceperation began soliciting a vaviety of contractors for bids on the
rubble removal job. From time-to-time, these people appearcd at the site and
it was neccssary for us to review the spec

pecial problems involved in handling
decontamination of building #1 with cach of then,

The Federal Environmental FProtcctien Agency, apparently rotificed of
the situation through our Waeshinguron office, appeared at the fire scene on

Thursday afterncon w«nd collected sawnles. The City Health Officer continued

be deduned with televhicne calls frowm peol owners in the viginity of the
fire vho had apparantly become alarvined by the presence of pavticles visible
on the surfiace of the water, ,dlyses of the G“wg]ﬂs taken the preceding day
1t only trace, i any, con
Ve were reasonably success!
problen exiasted.  Howsver,

'-‘1111 peslticides hind cecurred
Health Cfficer
ently the kMorth

fzalth Officer (a community ne ; buring K md directly in the

C
Table
that no ¢
Arlington

[

path of the sweke plumue) had written let ners in his arca
adviasing thow to draiu the contents meadﬂtr— cipitate action with-

out consulting with avvone succeeded in iheose who heard aboul it

and, of couirse, tnlu concern evontualily ® to the Kearny area, During

the two days following the fire, the weather vas cloudy and overcast and, for—
tunately, rather poor weather for swimming. The lLeavy rain occurring the
night following the fire was, undoubtedly, hc:lpiul in diluting the content

the storm ditches in the area since samples taken “the immediate vicinity on
that Wednesday shoved only minor pesticide Cbut"“JEaLIOW (Table 1). Car damagc
reports also began to be reported in large nuw over the entire avea i

path ¢f the plume. A large volume of calls coming in to L. J. Kennedy were han-
dled by advising the complainants to contact their own insurance companies,

,.
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Friday morning, August 6, we werc advised by the State Envivonmental
Protection Represcntative, My, Lyncl t our plan to dispesce of cuy wastes

1, tha i
in an oppronriate landinlt wourld not be permitted since no Jondfill in the
State of Few Jersey could be approved for this purpose. This was all the
information he had other than that we vere instructed not to move any matoricl
until o written plan had beon submitied vhich veuvld meet with the approval of
the Sgate, Shortly after receiving this information, we vere advised by

3
Nouston thai reports had becn coived that @ Federal court.was proparing ¢
file an

3 ;
at that tine known, We were
glve should we be approac

" ;
=,l‘and Eavvard, the contents of which wore not
s advisod at thoi : i to

.
thoe Prao
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We received 2 call from the Federal EP " requesting a suminary of thé'
situation at Kearny. Ve gave them a brief synops iq of. what was involved and -
where ve steod. At 4:00 that afternocn, we were contacted by the U, S.
Attorney's office in Newark, New Jersev. The Assistant U, S, Attorney,

Mr. Hill, asked a number of questions about the situation at Kearny and seened
to be satisficed with the answvers., At 5:15 that evening, Mr. Hill in tele-
phorad and staled that because he felt we were wmaking no progress in removing
the rubble frem the location, he vas prep: V‘Eg to £ile an injunction in U, S.
District Court demanding that we move i tely to relocate the rubb

the Kearny site. FYortunately, at th called, the State EPA Renresent-
ative was in the office and we asked him to discuzs the State's concerns wiiich

N

I8

)
Ay
o3

O

were preventing us frem procecding with a removal operation, Mr, Lynch teld
Mro Hill thoat the State was prcpnrcd to file fer an dnjuuction in State court

to p) eveunt us from conducting any operations until they had approved of our

Tn]lowing this discussion, we again talked teo Mr. Hill vho stated
T

swwimary concern of the Federal EPA was that we vere unnceessarily
;u(zxﬂgﬁd(n1]a :ic a;ul the Nackeusack
intended to file the injunction unless wve
going Lo remove tha

pollution and that they
ecvidence that wve were
112ard, At that poinc$ W assure& Hr, {11 that there

t

would be activity on the site Monday worning, thst wve would remove the rubble,
storing it in contadners, and that the injunction was wmecessary and they
could he cure that S}.]I veuid coopevate. My, Nill opvecd wot to file fer

1 SnAaiie s based o - I » the 2oy wounld Logdr n Mondav, 1 3
the injunction bascd on our assurvance that wovk would bLepin on Monday, but he
recuested that he receive a telepram fyom Lho s : Harvard Varchouse
specificaily gstating that we would pyvocecd at that time,. The VWarehousc

ovner agrveed o sond such a wire, but because we felin there was a chance he

{ H ¢
might not {ollew thyough, we preparad our own wire vhich was sent that veekend
(Appendix 8).

Ve then contacted our ch:m]cal consultant to deternine if any possi

ble work could begin cn Saturday. He indiczted i about ceven

obtaining ypcople by the folloving londay, but agreed to have labor on the

scene the next Monday if we could provide druas

depositing the rubble. The follawing morning we :

drums utilizing the services of the Warcheouse Manager to obtain this commod-
ity. In this particular arca of New Joxu(y, it was quite apparcent that very

little vorl was carried

left the site.

could begin
delivery of

out on weekends and after insuving drum delivery we

August 9, we returned to the Xearny site
consultant appeared with tuo 1al

It was quite apparent at that time thot hand operatiocns load
open--head total and complete vaste of timce

removing the building cupport beams so th he ]

the foundation permitiing removal of the building steel vhich would interfere
with subscquent product removal operations (Appendizx 9)0  In the weantine, we
had the friuccten Plant dnitiate efforvs to obtain suitable containors that
could Lo used for the nassive product that faced us.,  Cur ini-
1 : . .

Capacer iy veaguire

cial estivates of
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400 to 560 cubic vds. The building removal .contractor came to the site but was
unable to commonce operations because of objections' by the Warchouse owner
regardineg disvesal of the building steel. It was not until late that afternocon
we were able to deternine that he objected to storage of the steel at the site
because this mcant double handling and an extra charge'to him. VWhen we agreed
to pick up the extra charges involved in double handling, he reluctantly con-
sented to relocation of the steel.

The Fedeval DA Representative, Mr, Elliot, arrived with an Assistant,
Mr. Joha Wichoel, sow <3‘wo of activity, dl“CU‘ od the entire situation with us,
and finally left, pye MI‘)\ to return the following day. In the meantine, fo?—
lowing uns hcc3‘"‘v1 oris by us to obtain containers, our chemical consultn
located a refuse contyactor with available containers who agrecd to bring thom
to the site on the fclliowing day. He assurcd us that dpprn“wnﬁtoly‘lé cotl-
tainers of some 30 ydo. capacity would be available for our project, That
evening, in a mecting betwcen the Shell representatives and the chemical con=-
sultant, we decided to totally abandon the role of advisors on the project and
assume full controld of the removal operation, It was quite apparent at that
time that had ve not donce this the job would have been delayed even more. The
resources of the Princcocton Plant were utilized fully in handling accwnulation
of expenses, issuiug of purchasce orders, obtaining of nccessary chamicals, cte.,
to porwmii cporations Lo proceed.

On Tuesdaey, Auguast 10, the actual job of clcaringe the site comwencoed.
Tnitial buruing of the column supvorts was cempleted and the {ivst containers
arrived zboot naeon.  1ab

.UO)C‘S in protective clothing began removing pusticide
bottles vhich had bean destre oyed in the firve., Ulidmately, abeut 200 to
400 8'~H("‘v~t of VAVAPT and \\;”";} 12 were recovered and stored {in the open-licad

previcusly .  Decause of destruction in nost cases of the label
ddmuge to Lhe caps with an indeterminate amount of coutamination, it appeared
that any attempt to salvapge materials from the entire site for reuse uould be
unfeasible and, as it suvbsequently turned out, this was the case. We again
speal sowe time with the Federal inspector who expressed satisfaction with
our efforts and confirmed that he would so notify the U, S, District Attorneyv's

e\

fL

drums obtaine R

4

office. le also adviced that he was the one vho had becu responsible for the
actions of the Fedewal BEPA and the Attorney's office cn the previous Fridav.
It was s;o:nf“ﬁh&i‘ unfortunate that he had not expressed his sentiments to any of
our represcentatives on the preceding Thursday when he visited the site, othore
wice we r]vht have Dbeen able to recach an agreement without the situation
beconing one of crisis proportions.

Our initial efforts in removing rubble were to concentrate con those
areas accessible with a front~end loader with the first container beins leaded
with a great nuaber of HO-PESTY strip vhose foil pouciies were still dnrvact

despite tho severity of the firc, Our plan uvas to remove all posticides as
guickly as pessible legving the J. T. Bakev zcid rvemoval operation uatil the
very lact., Prior to 7illing each of our containcirs, we lined the bottom with
about 1,ﬁ00 Ibs, of soda ash, mixing in additional scoda ash as the containers

Loy

were {i11ed. -The purpose of this actien was primarily te protéct the con-

ta 1110;5; from damage due te the zeid which veshed throushout the site
ot matintain on allkaline in tho container which

mition ol tho org phiates prosent. Ve contim
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with removal of the pdelclucs isolating that portion of the Ware house which
had contained chlerinated hvdrocarbons and kept these materials in scparate
containers (Appendix 9). The operation continued until Thursday afternoon
under hot and dry weather, but on Thursday a thunderstorm occurred which led
to a great deal of 1un—o£f from the area to the drainace ditches, Ve were-
able to minimize, to scme extent, ru f from the. gite by LCﬁpOldl] 'y damning
the catch basins, but the volume of v

rat
released, At this point, we bLegan adding

)

P

1a1”ﬁ gquantitics to the

run-off to insure both neutralization of decomposition of the
organophosphates,  VWhile this operation ; we received a call from
the State recuesting that we add soda ash a s2 were dble to assure them that
this hud achady boen deue, n this day and throt Sl tho uLccvun"q days
ve continued te accunulate samples of run~oif wvatcrs to extent of

contanmination (Table 2).

Throughout the operation we had becn troubled with acid fumes which

nually vapovized from that section ofl the buillding wicrc tite greatest pro-

acid bottles romained. By Thursday, the fumes had gottaen

¢ and it was decided to clear this portion of the debris to

tions more tenablie. A tank waron cf }Sl/w cauvstic was
folloving the rain, : 1 sultant Ueilim-

.
acic nottlcs interuixed

contr
portion of broken
progressively wors
nmake on-site cond:
obtained lata

ing a bulldozer awd a {rent-cnd loader, a

with JNO=PLST styips, wore pushed off the slai
¢

S RO

enlldre mound Lilmjouoru.\'

saturated viith the liguid caustic., During

frequently te dnsurc that the ditches were

This rveduced our fume preblem dn the aves toe a windmuan and we vere ab}c to
resumc pesticide removal as originally plamned,

nunhey of gtill dintact
as ammonium hydroxide

Ou Friday, Avcuvat 13, wo encountoerea
bottles of acetone in the widdle of the debris
and hydrochloric acid, also in onc-gallon bottles alse encountered con-
tainers of CIOVAPT and PHOSDRILNT fermulatious. the supoervision of the
chemical consultant, the efforts of our laborers were dovotoed to segregation
of dntact bottles and placing them in 55~gailon opon~head dyums lined with a
plastic bag. Abundant quanticies of soda ash were placed in the drums which
wvere isolated awaiting ultinmate disnosal,

sroximately 1,

oured into
1

ttles of ascetone were removed and this
n1lon solvent dyvuas for ultimate dis-
e acid by neutralization in 55-gallon

+

more caustic was brought in for this

&

In all; ap
material Cuh;uqucn'?
posal. 1t was decH

¥ g

ded to disposce of ¢

open~head drums lined with PVC liners ¢

purpese on Saturday The contracteoy continued to $ill centainars wvith pesti-
3

ia {r

cide debris while he labor crov woried on beoittlic vemeval. As debris removal
procecded, it becarme cpparent thot our initiol estimate of container require-

ments woold ha low, On Triday of thai v L, we were appreached by another
contractoy who offe: essentially (he same
price as the voll-off we aureed to include
these trucks in ouy Conts cntory.  Vidle work procecdod, teward site
clearing, it becams 1 evidont tate

N

tifiiculo

reproesentatilves thal



Anticipating the need for knowledgeable assi istance in the area of
effluent disposal, we called in R0111h~~1ur10 for advice and recommendations.
ihcir interest in i

a
in accepting the jeb declined considerably when they fcund we
already had containers and had contracted with the coﬁtain@l owner for ulti-
mate move ”ﬂnt si:ce these were the only terms under which thicse containers
ut when we agrecd to pay their enginecring costs, they
a;zﬁnd to Gvalop a fimm wlopOQ 2l \lzo this weel, our East Coast Regional
. Kress, wvas able to contact the head of
the Department of Xnvironmental Pro-
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tection, Mr. CGrant Va.tcn, in whese hands rested the ultirmate decision for
final disposal He woes able to certain t nile any existing landfill was

totally unsuitable, the State uworld considar

1
roposal for burial in an .
!

appropriate site dsolated frouw wouwnding ! ratery wiiich could. be moni-
tored over a period of years. The problem of finding such a site was
gignificant., The complications involvad in imsuriug integrity of the arca

r & nuaboer of vears nmade this alternative one
sl resort. VWe locked to Nollins-Purle to

Lve to our invelveoment in such a study.,

and necessity for nﬂthu‘Lng av
we yould investigate only as 2
provide a satisfactory alternat

de

Work continued on site cleaving throuzhout the follovinzg week with
continuing dolays due to the neceszity of finel clean-up of the unbroken con-
ves o . .

teiners of acid and samonia plus scue difficuliy in obtaining delivery of the

finzal four of the orizincl 14 cont cluse contractorn,

by the

.
In addition to continuad dintevest by the Stntu and Federal Envircanental Pro-
tection people, we also received numerous rate Health Departinoent
representatives involved in the Ul S, FTubl o cxvice Pesticide Projoct.
They weroe interested not enly in the oporatg being conducted at the site
but alse any potential preblens in the communs to expnsure from pesti-

z

duriag the firve (Appendiz 11). Other than the twvo fircmen
originally hospitalized vith suspicion of siphate poisoning and approxi-
mately 20 firemen suffering from uermatitis, no other incidents weye reported.

cides vaparw iz

Midway through the week of Auzust 16, the cessentizl work of rubble
removal vas completed, At that time, while the {full crow was still presenit at
the site, we arrvanged through the scrvices of a technician at the Princeton
Plant to give ficld blood tests for cholinesternse depression. Al tests werc
negative,  This information was vassaed on to Healt partment fecticide Proj-
ect officials. The balance of tbe weck vas speat in gencral clean-up of the
area and final decontamination of the Warehouse slab, The x;“ro“fw“tx]} 30
cubic yd 1

(9]

5. of material hiad not beon containerizod because all available cone-
tainers had been {illed, This waterial was judsed to be primarily noa-toxic
in origin and it wves decided to leave i4 on the site until such time as final
iead druas containing posticide bottles were stored
naining Intact in thoe areca. ALl but four containers

l
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wide seome protection
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¢oors,  Containey construction
opened v oud we fevnd in virtual
leakaoe whiatsoever would take n}n<n

door so that no
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officials during the period of storage, awaiting final disposal, since there
vas an alnost continucus dripping from each container., Ve obtained composite
saimples from the containers to determine the extent of contamination. As sus-~

pected, contamination was minimal due to basic nature of the debris (Table 4).

buring the last week of the clean—-up operation, we were approached
at the site by anothev disposal company, Scicntific Chemical Processing, who
indicated they had received word of ocur problem from a member of the Solid
Vaste Disposal Department of the Stat ir processing site.was lccated
only 2 few miles frem the Hearny area and while they inditially offerveada little
in the way of suggesticns, we eacouragca cousider making & proposal
as an alternative to Rollius--Purle. hoth iL v-spla vere veceived at the
Princoton flavt during tho week following decontanination and are shown
in Appondix 12 and 130 We reviowaed both and Cvnclud:A that the proposal by
Scientific Chemjcal Processing represented a far more practical alternative
in solving our problem if we could convince the State that their sclution was
in erder. 7The Pollins-Pfurle proposal was rejected, first of all on the bLasis
that they had not yet solved the preblem.ef locating the preper site; sacondly,

i

that their proposed segregation of the NO-PEST content of the rubble might have
represented several more weeks in the field fer the Shell group with total
costs inevits higher than the £lat feo proposed by Scientifiie Chenica

; {
Frocessing. VWigh the information fvem Scientific Chewmicul froeocessing plus our

ot ohacrvations of the problan, we propescd Lo nest the State to cutling
thie plan at the enrlicst possible date so fhat container.movement could he

erpedited.

State (e August 25, 1971) promulgated an
of pesticides which, widoubtodiv,

CTmern e eney

deoameare of

r. A, Ruska of Public Relations

2 result of the Hearny incidont {(Appendix 14) . Ve wvere not

this until several weelis later when

brought it to owr attenticn

eld on Thursday, August 26, In attendsnce wvere
ion of Unvivenmontal Cualiry: the Deputy Attorney
Jersey: Cprcconzn ‘ivez from the Departients of
Pollution Coutral, Water Pollution Control, and

of th: Princeton Plant vopresenta-
sentative ~ Public Affairs. In
regarding the proposal, althoug
that the “ICN'JLLKI plan bo submitied in ﬁl?itlﬂ” 3
rcv1ew by all b ~L|(1,Anh) as well as other State agencics concernod, including

the Department of sevortation,  The lelter was subnitted on Iri 27
and on ¥Fridey, Sc 3, ve receivaed confivmation in wyiling that
vas acceptaed (Appe and 19). We imnedistely arvransed with the -

—
of tE‘:c: containers on thoe Tuesday rollovuing
Processivg that we vould give them

tractor to bogin
and gavisad
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3

involved
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on the pad with a front-end leader sc that a concrete bleck wall could b be con-
structed around the debris. Two areas cf this tyve were reauvired dve to the
volume of materials involved. VWe continucd to move the containers during the
week of September 12 but experienced considerable delays in our progress due
to lack of transportaticn eguipneunt. Other business commitunents on the part
of the removal contractors undoubtedly prevented them from giving the rapid
seyvice we anticipated. The last of the contsinoers was moved on Friday,
September 17, along with 26 ~ 55-pallon drums of CIOVAP, VAPOXNITE, and

i

o~

PHOSDRIN E. €, which had previously beun contained. The approexi nate 40 vyds.,
of chlorinated hydrocarbon debris v fic

5 dmolatoed on a conercte pad at Scienti
as poy our apunroved plaa, ' :

c at Harvvard Uaschiouse Ly obscrving that the
o.lucturﬂl steel ing 1, which had previcusly becen is oldttd,

becen moved to & durn _‘J i te P8 tivity hiad eavlicr been approved by the
State upom our asst s f the steel vas of little, if any,
significance., Ve also that decoentanination had been
completeaed. Neodless to vas welcomed, By this tine,
clean~up of the romaining der way. At one point while
noving debiis {ren the eral dyums containin
Jiguid wvere puiciured,
personnel in the area t
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CONCLUSIONS :

1.

4

«

i
‘coursc, that atrospheric contanination can be win

“have sufiered rﬂrioua d

B pparently were not knowledgeable

of the materisls with vhich t dealing., This endan-

fered not only personn : t fire but also the public

who participatad-es spectators. It is recommended that at
icide products are stored, the

officials should be fully advised as
s under the various emergency

The Kearny Fire Depart

-:<,1eho*'cc OVIICY :n’ lecal
to how to handle these
conditions which cculd arisc.

tion nrocecdurcs, apprepriate telephone

nunbhoers sency precauiions should be maintained
in at by caczh warchouse, preferably with
onc location not gt ti wediate site to provide instructions
in the event of a

decontaming

-

Copies o

Information concerning the Pesticide Safety Team Network organi-
ished to appropriate city officials at any
chou=o materials.,

I
zation should be fur
location vhere ve wa

Onc of our
from intomnix

can-up resulted

, s 2ls within the
darctouse, Vi oposcible, vesiicides shouls storcd in a single
aves and only vith materisls whic : 100 oduce an incroeg

in the prol

Vhile it may be impossille to achieve this depgrce of control due
te the ciizaus creat large {ire occurs, cvery cffor
should be made to keep pesticide arvezs from burning. If they do
catch fire, it ie better te allow total destruction of the cone
tents rather than atteupt to put out the fire with substantizl
quantities of toxic materiasl gtill prescent., Thi

s presumes, of
imized by using
fire water in a fog to scrub the plumce from the fire.

The guiding principle of ¢he PSTH
to act in an advisory capuc
to minimize ocur liability
nate censeguences., Lt was
had this principle been fol

oparation ie that meabers are
nly.  The intent,; of course
perations result in Lnriortwk~

view because the obj ctives of warenousge evner
Yesources ave aimoed at minimizing yvather than
action., Y1t way frcquently bo necessar

tives acl cutside a styvictly advisory

SOUYCeS oy dn exeoess of (hat vor

when nececeary Uhie reasource:




8.

ecntacts by these involved at the scen

.

operating locatlon be utilized rapidly on thc best gud"mcnt
of those at the scene follewing clesc communication and con-
sultaticn with appropriate senior management, ’

In this instance, an information network to communicate status
to all Shell persermel concerned was established by Housten at
the outset and it proved invaluable in minimizing the nuwber of
e of the fire. Vhile
this was the first major digaster the Pes

ticide Team members
had cncountercd, it is possible that similar situations could
a2rice in the future, Pesticide Team meimbers as well as other
responsible patties shoeuld be fully sware of the potential

resources within the Couwg

[P

any for coping with such emergencics.
Thie dncident will be uscd zs a training exe se for those

T
Priuvceton perscnncl dnvoelved in the Pesticide Team activity.

In any incident of
of won-cooperatioen £ t
to Shell., A major cffort
tion but it shbould be ncc
repardiess of whether it
GY not,

, there will be a siguificant doegree
hose unconcernza \JLh thie conseaquences
is reguired to establish such coopera-
enized that actﬁon nust proceced

5 i outt on a cgoperative basis
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» Burns Internatlona! Secunty Servnces lnc A
§ New York, N.Y. 10017___

235. E 42nd Street

Lo S Y 212-867-2700

September 22, 1971

Mr. James F. King
Shell 0il Company
50 West 50th Street
New York, New York

Dear Mr. King:

In keeping with our telephone conversation of
September 16, 1971, enclosed please find the
revised report as submitted by our Special
Investigator, Edward W. Mays.

Yours very txruly,

;' . - L/ éguﬁﬁuuié;

C. Richard Samson
~Manager of Investigations

CRS:rk o
EnCl - - - . -

Orig. to J. W. Bodenheimer, Mgr.
* .ICD Sup. - Dist.

. Copy to = W. C. Hajek

' 'Insura.nce Dept

i>— J;ld Comnelly
Prlnceton Plant




EDWARD W MAYS

Investlga t/ons

. '_418 Prlnce Frederick Stréet

o King of Prussia. Penna. 19406 . :.‘ o T v'Teleébone: 3371262
Case No.12243 Date_fugust 25, 1971Report No. Operaiof No._ 1l

' CONFIDENTIAL REPORT

Pursuant to your request for an investigation into the circumstances
of subject fire, the followlng information was developedt

ASSURED ' . '
OWNER? Harvard Storage and warehousing COe s Inc.
‘ : 342 Schuyler Avenue : :
Kearny, New Jersey
ASSURED - : ' '
OCCUPANT 8 Agricultural Division of 8S8hell Chemical Company.
San Ramom, Califormiz,.
and .
Industrial Chemicals Division of
Shell Chemical: company
One Shell Plazsa
Houston, Texas, et al
- LOCATION: . . 600 Belleville Turnpike
S - Kearny, Hudson County,
v ‘ New Jersey v
DaTER August 2, 1971 (Mbnday)
. TDEs . 8kl PMi .
=i._SUKMARIS; ' This fire when discovered in Building #5, equipped

- with a dry automatic sprinkler system, was beginning
.to show flames to the outside of the building. ¥ithin a
very short period of time, possibly ten minutes by - -
reliable accounts, the fire completely involved Bullding
-#5, and spread to an adjacent building and was well on
§ts way in creating a a conflagration, which burned
completely out of control for some timey, resulting in
.the complete destruction of five buildings of a building
eomplex. _ §

THIS REPORT IS STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL AND FOR CLIENTS INFORMATION ONLY.
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The investigation failed to establish the cause of
this fire, but did establish the presence and storage

- of various chemicals in Building #5 and adjacent
- buildings, which could be characterized as extremely
- hazardous and very oapable in the: propagation of fire.

The purpose of the investigation was to establish
the cause of the fire if possible, and ascertain
whether or not the sprinkler system operated during the

,riroo .

.- The bullding in which the fire was originally discovered
-~ was & one story, block and masonry structure, with

. eorrugated metal roof, approximately 80' X 40* in
- dimensions, It was located at the most extreme East

end of the eight building complex, just South of the

interssotion @f List and Lowy Roads,

Ths remaining buildings which made up the oo&plezg

‘which eventually became involved in the fire, ars

ddentified in reverse as #4 and #3, #2, office and

"~ #1, were of various sizes and shapes and extended

westward in an almost direct line to the 1nterseotion

of Xowry Road and Vickens Court.

. .The storage in Building #5 was identified by the General

. Hanager of the warehouse, MNAX KELLERMAN, who provided

~.the writer with a dliagran, showing the gtorage and
looation, a copy of which is attached to this report.

The involved property 18 owned by the Harvard Storage

~and Warehousing Co., Inc., P.0.Box 553, Kearny, New
- Jerseye. The Corporation is owned by L.J., KENNEDY,
. -and MICHAEL MEROLA, both avallable at 342 Schuyler
-Avenue, Kearny, New Jersey. -1t should be noted that

L.J.KENNEDY operates a truoking company from this

o address, also.

" The involved property was oocupied by the Agrioﬁltural
"Division of the Shell Chemical Company, San Ramon,

Caiifornia and Industrial Chemicals Division of the
Shell Chemical Company, One Shell Plaza, Houston;
Texas. There were also other contract occupants

. of the buildings involved.

,-‘ This fire occured on Monday,August 2, 1971, at
- .8s41 P.,M. 1t was reported by BERNARD DURAnd, 46
" Hawthorn Drive, New Providence, New Jersey. The

Kearny Fire Department responded to the alarm under

the direction of JAMES FITZSIMHONS, Assistant Firs
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Chief, who was later Jolned by the Fire Chief, JOSEFH
PHILLIPS, Through the efférts of the Kearny Fire Co.,
- alded by neighboring fire companles, they were able to
confine the fire to the Harvard complex, and are reported
‘to have had the fire under control in four hours o
approximatelyo I : : .
On August 10th. 1971, the writer met with JAMES F. XING,
Corporate Security Representative of the Shell 0il
Company, 50 West 50th. Street, New York, N.Y., at the
- fire scenc. His instructions were for the wrliter to
conduct an investigation of this fire in an effort to
. establish the cause if possiblej; whether or not the
 sprinkler system operated at the time of the fire, and
.any -.other pertinent informatlon. N ' .0

Following a preliminary examinatlion of the fire scensg,
the writer met with LOUIS SYLVESTER, Chief Inspeoctor
- of the Kearny Fire Department, eand Joseph FAILILIPS, -
the Fire Chief, at their headquarter’s. Considerable .
conversation was had with the suthorities, with little
results as ¢o agcertalining facts concerning the f£ires
~ Ome got the impression from the beginning that the
- authorities were to be very careful in what they sald to
anyone concerning this fire. There was sSomeé discussion
concerning the dry automatic sprinkler systemo Several
-suggestions were made by the writer to establish whether
‘the system operated at the time of the fire. Following
" each suggestion, the writer was advised by the Inspector
or the Fire Chief, that this was being done. At no time
.. did they say that it had been done. It was always, it
" was being done, Because of thls block, there was just.
" mo progress made at alle S : ' :

.In discussing the Town Ordinancee with respect to the

_fire code, and storage of such dangerous materials, the.
Fire Chief adbised that unrestricted warehousing was =

. permitted in this particular area. There was no mention
_as to whether a permit was required to store explosives.

"Pollowing the first interview with the authorities,

the writer returned to the fire scene and nede another

- examination of the premises, Evidence of the conflagration

. was everywhere, Portions of metal drums were obsgerved :
~ all over the area, at various distances, some as far as

- 300° from where they had been stored. Bundreds and hundreds

" of various sized drums were ruptured and torn in all

 fashions and descriptions. Bidge iron from corrugated
metal was strewn all over the area. A tractor and traller
' parked along the North wall of Building #3& 4, was
completely destroyed. Walls literally blown out by
. explosions within the structures. Evidence of the

- powerful force generated was a 30% gteel beam twisted

n'ge'
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like a pretzel, laying 114* West of the East end of
Building #3 & # o Drums were observed full of holes,

which indicated the penetration of flying fragments of .
~ steel, such as one may realize from a bomb. The destruction
. was complete from one end of the complex to the other,

of the buildings 1nvolved. . .

A closer examination of Building #5 establlshed that the
North wall fell in, except for a small portion of about
15* of the wall extending from the East end, which blew

. outwards. The South wall also fell in. The rear or East

- 'wall pushed out. The West wall also pushed out. &4
tratler that had been parked agains't the rear or East

- "wall, was conpletely destroyed. Two large cylinders of

- 1liquid petroleum gas were found in the trailer remains.
. One tank was ruptured at the crown of the tank., In

" examining the inside area of Bullding #5, at the Southe
East corner, two pieces of the steel structure in this
area, were cut in two as though by a cutting torch, in-
dicating a concentration of extreme heat from the fire,
There was also other evidence of extensive destruction
An this axrea, A1l the drhms observed in this area
were gither ruptured or blown apart. But no evidence
was found helpful in determining the cause of the fire,

an examination of the partially destroyed room along the
.. North wall of Puilding #3 & #4, which housed the auto-
- matic sprinkler dry valve and related essential parts
- and connections, established that this was a 6% Globe
~ Dry Pipe Valve, Model F 175, Dated 1-63, Number F-1102,
" This system was fed by a water main ehtering the roonm
- through the West wall. There was a gate valve on the-
: : - - main after it entered the bullding. This valve was 1n an -
S open .position. Following the gate valve was the meter, them:
IR .the riser which was equipped with another gate valve, just
‘below the dry valve chamber, This particular gate valve
was in a closed position at the time it was first examined
‘by the writer. And from the appearance at that time, from
deposits of soot, etc., it was evident that this valve was -
" ¢losed at the time of the fire. This equipment was examined
- on sgeveral occasions, after which tlme the writer was
‘completely convinced that this valve was closed at the time
of the fire. A silamese comnection was located on the out-
slde North mall of the sprinkler room, which made i1t possible
to supplement the water supply to the sprinkler systen,
with the use of a pumper (fire engine) if necessarye. The
" examination also established that there was a water gong
on the East side of this room, connected to the systemn,
* which obviously did not work the night of the fire.

It should be noted that the writer brought this to

the attention of the authorities concerning the closed gate
. valve, and suggested that they employ the services of

a sprinkler system mechanic, and have the plate removed

-t
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from the face or the housing containing the dry valve,-
for the purpose of examining the valve to ascertain.
whether it was in an open or closed position. Even

_ ‘though the authorities continued to insist that they
were- checking out the sprinkler system through the
water company, they had not checked the dry valve as
late as August 12th. 1971, in the afternoon, and
obviously had no intentions of doing so at the times

- Continued liaison with the authorities failed to be
- helpful in establishing the cause ofthis fire, or .
ascertalning whether the dry valve was in an open

" or closed posltlon at the time of the fire.

'jThe following persons were 1nterv1ewed and thelr
“:,statements in substance are as follows:?

- CHUCK BURLEY, 298 Union Street, Jersey, No J09 employed
by Pereel Delivery Service, 600 Belleville Pike, Kearny,
HeJop stated that on August 2nd. 1971, at about 10 minutes
of 8 P.M., his men took a break to go out and eat., They
- returned at 8330 P.M. and wemt into the building and
started to work. JIMMY WALL, afternoon switcher (jockey)
blew his horn to warn the men that there was & fire,

'He got EUSTER DURAND to eall in the alarm to the fire

_department, between 8340 and 8:45 P.M, It was about §

- to 10 minutes before the Chief®s car arrived at the fire

- -goene {(Assistant Chief FITZSIM¥ONS). He stopped at the

~ecurb on List RBoad near the building that was on fire.

~ About 5 or 10 minutes after the Chief arrived, one truck

- arrived. Came in the same way on Iist Boad and parked
at the curb, MR, BURLEY explained that after BUSTER .
came in and told them to move thelr cars, he went out:

- and could see flames in the corner of the building,
inside, Flames were coming out between the roof and o

* wall level, at the North=East corner of the building.
‘He explained that when he first saw the fire it didn't
look like much of a fire. But after the Fire Chief

- arrived, it relly started to burn ard the flames were

- . getting higher and higher. Also the building seemed

.o 8till be intact when the fire truck arrived, But
when they started to put water on the fire, down through
the roof, the flames went through to the adjoining
building and spread like wild fire. Continuing he stated
that sometime later he was standing on pallets, approx-

" imately 20' inside their door that was exposed to the

- firey, when the first explosion occurred. The explosion
blew him off the pallets at that distance. It was at
" this point that he ran outside to get his car, but was
unable to do so as the heat was too intense. Concluding .
he advised that they had walked up the hill to Eagans

. Begtaurant, on the Belleville Pike., And on their way
back one of the explosions rocked the entire hill. EHe
could add nothing more helpful to the 1nvestigationo

@ B
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JAMES WALL, 205 Fleet Avenue, Edison, N.J., explained
that he was the switcher they referred to, and was -
pulling a rig out of the yard when he observed smoke
coring up over the building from the South-East corner.
Then as he was going through the gate, he saw flames .
at the North-East corner of the building (#5), coming
out of the window on the North side and through between
the wall and the roof. At this point he could also hear
the druns inside poppring. Continuing he advised that he
is pretty sure that the second building (#3 & #4) started
to burn before the firemen got water on the fire, but
he could not be absolutely sure, He further exvlained
that when the second building became involved, the fire
spread very rapidly through 1it. It was possibly 5 to 7
minutes before the fire spread from the end building
where the fire started, to the second building (#3 & #4).
He also stated that there was an explosion in the first
building, but that it was not near as powerful as the
one in the second building when the roof blew off., He
also stated that there was a breeze f{rom the East which
seemed to help spread the fire through and along ths
complex of buildings, Concluding he said that during
the fire, not only was there burning debris fiying all
over the area, but also pieces of steel from the ex-
plosfionso - -

JAMES FITZSIMMONS, Assistant Fire Chief of the Kearny
Pire Department explained that he was on duty the
"night of the fire beginning his tour of duty at 6:00
P.M. When the alarm came in he was at Station #3
which 1s located at 109 Midland Avenue, Kearny, N. Jo
He: explained that Engine #3, and #1 and Truck #1 '
answered the first alarm. He arrived on the scene in
approximately one and a half minutes wlth the apparatus

. following approximately one half to one minute later.
o He: expleined that as he came down Schuyler Avenue, he

could see flames coming through the roof of one of the
buildings. He radioced in that they had a working fire.
"HRe: eontinued on and came down List Road at which time

he could see flames all along the north side of Building
- #5 around the roof level and through the roof and going
toward the building west of it. At this point Chief
FITZSIMMONS explained that he was positive that the
trailer which was parked at the east end of Building #5
was not involved in fire at this time. He explained

that he layed his first line to the hydrant on List

Boad near the film storage. He took the line right

up to the bullding and then Engine #3 pulled up along

the front of the building to lay the line on Lowy Boad.
He: further explained that he had anticivated getting

the hydrsnt near the parcel delivery service door but
couldntt. They had to get down List Road and hook on

to. the hydrant near Jacet Road. In the meantime Engine #1
came around and hooked up and was in front of Bullding #2
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. - when it dlew #3 & #4. Chief FITZSIMMONS thought at
) - first it was Building #5, but later learned that it
o was #3 & #4. At this point he explained that he pulled
back his crew and equipient and cleared the street, :
because of the flying debris and steele. Fronm this point
on his efforts were concentrated on protecting exposures.

Upon being questioned as to whether or not he had
observed any evidenoce that the sprinkler system had
operated at the time of the fire, he explained that
he had not. Concluding Chief FITZSIMIONS edvised that
there had been a notice on the board at Station #3
which indicated that the sprinkler system in the Harvard
complex was out of order. He could add nothing more
helpful to the investigation,

It should be noted that LOUIS SYLVESTER, Chief Inspector,
was questioned concerning this notice, He explained that
sometimes they forget to eall back when the system is
placed back in ord=r, and possibly this is what happened;
Bowever, he would no pursue this avenue of ingquliry,

HAX EELLERMAN, General Manager of the warehouse, was
interviewed at a new location, #12 Harrison Avenue,
Kearny, New Jersey, He advised that no one had been
in Building #5 on August 2nd. 1971, and nothing had
been taken out or shipped in, The last time anyone was
in the building according to Mr. KELLERMAN was on July
30th. 1971. From memory M3, XELLERMAN provided the
writer with a diagram of the building and the location
of it's identified contents, a copy of which will be
attached to this report. ' :

Pnotographs taken by A. BECK, 766 Chestnut Street,
.Kearny, N.J., and obtained by the writer, depicts the

enormousness of this holocaust. Coples of these photos
" are attached to this reporte . SRR '

This investigation failed to establish the cause of
this fire. However, limited information was developed
in the course of the inquiry which indicates that the
gprinkler system was not operative at the time of the
firs ) . ) . ) ' ) .
As to whether or not the sprinkler system would have
been effective in extinzuishing this fire, - had it
been operative at the time = would have depernded entirely
on what was involved, A normel Class A fire, even one
- which included a moderate gquanity of flammable liquid
- or chemicals; could possibly have been extinzuished or
" at least controlled considerably by a sprinkler systems
However, a fire involvinz hazardous chemlcals, where
water could not he considered an extinguishing agent,
would not have bsen controlled by a sprinkler systems

Y o
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APPTNDIX 4 .
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APPENDIX 5

INVENTORY OF J. T. BAXER COMPANY PRODUCTS IN BUILDING #1

VARD) WAREHOUSE
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APPEMNDIX 11 U -
AGENCTIES AMD COMPANIES TUVOLVED IW CLuAas-UP
OF HARVARD SITE
Tederal U. S. Attorncyv.'s Office

“Federal Dnvironmesatal Protoction Apency

Jevasey -

B8]

L
- Bureauw of Solic ren
dr Pellution Contrel
Vater follution Control
of Ncalth

[ £
~ Purecau of o

~ Burcou of
- Burcau o

- Depanrt

iation Protection

- and Puhlic Safety
City of ¢ - Bp

Scientific Chemical Treatwmeat Co. -~ Scotch Plains; New Jeisey

cocessing Co. ~ Carlstadt, New Jerscey

Industvial Nefuse Removal Specialists - Bloomin

Jersoy

gdale,

(&

Schater Industrial

Jersey

oval Company - Spriugiicid,

City Construction Company - Jerscy City, New Jorsey

- . T, s, - PR R - .
Mannower, Inc, - Kearny, Hew Jdersoy .
[ TR S & PR . L T '
Sarasobn ond Company, Inc, -~ Hew Yerk, Woew Yook
t - - L B Yo e *, - "Nt e
Western Nloctric - Keavny, WNoew Jerscy




APPENDIYX 11 (Continwcd) - . . T

Wationsl Cenverters, 4nc. — Union, New Jerscy

J. T. Baker Comnany - Pernadppany, New Jersey
Shell Gil Company - Public Affairs
-~ Fire and Saf
- Insurance
- Security
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REPORY TO SHLLL CHEMICAL COMPANY
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or land dispesal and must be incinerated in a High
temyfraiuve multiple chambered incinerator equipped
with

i
adeqguate exhaust gas gcr'bbzng devices.

i , nd glass component.
residue. It is suggested that this material be
.illea in such a manner that no environmental con—
tamination cccurs. Two possible means are: &) encap--
sulation with lime in a segregzted landfill receiving
little or no liguid industrial waste; and b) landfill
at a site provided with cowplete lecachate control.

qory 3. The ash, rubble, earth

g

jof

Euttle° in dzumg, approximately 1500 gallons
botties and 500 gallons of Vapona
C Les These axe
he |

ﬁixcd acids and zlkalies in one gallon bottles
are effcctively neut rullhcu at the site and
: prchlem.  The glass from broken

“y

jely to Cateoegory 3 ahove.

e

A possiplice wethod :
inCCfporate a C ; through 2-1i
mesh screen A : feeding a stationery
slantced screen of the correct size should be adeqguate for
the generalized scparation needed. This segregation should .
produce azoult 100 cubic vards of Catc gory 2

ing incineration and ;*Ou“bJ" 250 cu

regquiring chemical landfill. This is based on an estimated
total of 550 cubic yards of redidue. It is suggesled that
seugregation be performed at ¢ ouse site to reduce the
transoport: costs since the A%tﬁv1dl *hau can be dircctly
landfille esents a signifi £ the vol"ww. Cate-~
gory 2 resi would

liners

the
would be
port to ti

St




2a .

' ANALYTICAL’ PROCEDURE AND RESULTS

The disposal pregram outlined above is based on the assunp-
tion that Category 3 materials mav be landfilled. There-
fore, samples were taken for laboragory analysis in order
to test this assuwption. The samples were as follows:
Sample £1. 2Ash from segregated 20 cubic yard bin
containing material from chlorinated
hydrocarbon area.

o

)

Sample #2Z. Ash from 30 cukic yard

S ad . :
residue from Vaponas storage areca.

Sample #3. As Sample #2 but from different bin.
Sample #4. As sample 2 and 3, but from a third

bin; clinker-like material.

Sample #5. Ach from J. T. Baker, Inc. acid storeage
,

/
- PR— - "3 a0 ]
arca, partrally burnod.

I S ” PO - KR, g T ey m e e
f‘.rr.-lj;ig.).l (GRS 1 resicdue frow conter Of warg
alab.
. b} © 3
Samnl 5 i -
i

ATter cxuminacion a couwposite was ma
and 7 sinco the materialc wore very
ance. Sauple 8 was mainly charred : S
of rubkble mixed with ger -'dlized ash end glasgs; no attenpt
was made to analyze ChLJ nixture

aponear

In oxrdexr to check for votential co Jtcm3n¢t30n of agrox
in the event these materials are J,a ndfilled, samples
and the conposite were treated as ioliows:

1} Wea quao~< were extracted at room temperature
with illed water for two
2) haueous extract filtered and a second extraction of
the ash pericymed in the filter funnel using approi-
( 3 ¢ 3 Re!

- Y
extractad

Lol mainiture
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ALl three extr

tracts were an:s

and chloride ion
)

ts were analyzed seDaLaLely The agueous ex-

yzed toxr pll, dissolved solids, specific netals,
. Aliguots of the organic extracts were evap-
orated to dryness at 959C to dbbermlne residual soluble matter.
Qualitative studies ware carried out on the extracts for detot-
mination of resiaual chlorinated ;.uLlClOe breakdown productis.

}— O

The result of
:able. In general t.lo*
residue w;ll

esented in the accompanving
het the major part of the ash
O normal ground water leachi

27
t

RS 1
conditions in landf soluble com*onelt Cf the
aguecus eXxtiraots . ! the Cosn Uslte appears to
be NaCl as deduced from fhe levels found. Sample 5
vas alzo high j_* : I_C/I arising irom
broken J. T. Bal “residual alkaliy iLy in

nost of the ash is : to bux:er any thurally acidic ground
water. Very 11‘11? soluble metal contamination was observed in
either extract, iron and zinc beindg present only in trace quan-

2 LU appears that
is cur acceploble site for de
Failing that, o lime f’“”““ﬂ”?
would also be satisfactory. The rrier would
heavy metals not observed } sies taken, woul
serve i alize any acidic leaching from the ash apd wi 1
bind uy in | crganic component
working out of the
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APPENDIX 19

EXPENDITURES FOR HARVARD WAREHOUSE FIRE CLEAN-UP

Security (Kearny Police Dept.)(a) | $ 2,660.00
Scientific Chemical Treatment Company (2) . 5,093.13
Quick-Way Construction(a) 9,100,00
Scientific Chemical Processing, Inc. 11,100,.60
City Construction Company 2,730.00
Industrial Refuse Removal Specialists 8,095.00
Ed Wisely (Signs) 45,00
Gold Corporate, Inc. (Drums) 167,00
Brown.Chemical Company (Soda Ash) : 498,75
Charles Shaefer and Son (Soda Ash) / o 1,807.39
TOTAL COST $41,296,97(P)

COST DISTRIBUTED TC OTHERS $ 8,372,.00

TOTAL COST TO SHELL $32,924,87

(a)

"Total charge for these three services was $16,853.13. This charge was
split - $1,000.00 to L. J. Kennedy Trucking Company, $7,372.00 to J. T.
Baker Company, and $8,481.13 to Shell Chemical Company.

(b)

Cost figures are estimates only since some invoices have not yet been
received and approved for payment.
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